The influence of examination frequency and changing dentist on dental treatment provision in an Australian defence force population.
During the early 1980s, a number of studies into dental treatment provision in the General Dental Service were conducted in Scotland. These studies indicated that the frequency with which an individual attended the dentist for treatment, or changed their dentist, influenced the amount of dental treatment that they received. The present study was designed to test these findings in an independent population, in this case, 100 members of the Royal Australian Air Force. While the frequency of attending the dentist did not have any significant effect on restoration longevity or the number of restorations a subject received, it did influence the cost of such treatment, indicating that frequent attenders received more expensive treatments rather than more treatment. Changing dentist did not display any significant influence on any of the parameters used in the present study.